عِلْمُ النَحْوِ
Definite and indefinite nouns
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2. Nouns are of two types:

(1) (% ;2s) — definite and
(2) (5 55) — indefinite.

An indefinite noun is a word which refers to a general

thing. The word (J;";) - a man, does not refer to any

specific person. It can refer to any person. The word (Lja)
does not refer to any particular good thing. Every good
thing can be called (ng).

A definite noun refers to a specific thing. Zaid (4 ) is the
name of a particular person. Makkah (2&») is the name of a

specific city. (J;’ZJ‘) — the man - refers to a specific person.
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Definite Nouns are of seven categories:

1. ((,.l,d\ \) proper nouns, e.g. (%), (-ub-)

2. (M‘ ) - pronouns, e.g. (3%) - he, (&) - you, (V1) - T

3. ¢ JL&}J\ r‘“‘)  the demonstrative pronoun, e.g. (48 —
this, (1\\3) — that.

4 (o +2Y) - the relative pronoun, e.g. (Zs:lj\/) — who,
(;J:“\/) — who (feminine).

5. (&3\-113\/ ) - vocative case, e.g. (:};-J £) - O man, (3_!} )
- O boy.

6. ((-NMJ\J iﬁfil\) - the noun having (ZJ\/), e.g. (Z,{J:&Jg\) the
horse, (:};-JJ\) — the man.

7. (E\; ju L;\ iﬁ\.@U\) — a noun which is related to any of
the above-mentioned definite nouns, e.g. (J.:J i)Lf) -
Zaid’s book, (\:lla :»Lf) — this person’s book, ( :»Lf

&};—g)\) — the book of the man.
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Besides the above-mentioned definite nouns, all other
nouns are indefinite. They are also of several types, two of
the main categories being:

1) (c)\iU\ ;.iﬂ\) - a word that denotes the being of
something, living or non-living, e.g. (0.3l — man, (Z}ﬂ;;) -

horse, (=>) — stone.

2 u..a!\ ) - a word that indicates the quality of
4 and? q Y

something, e.g. (Z:w;-) — beautiful, (é‘;;) —ugly.
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