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CON03

Meanings and usages for the particle/ conjunction ثُمَّ
examination time: 30 minutes
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Question 1) (2 marks)

Read the following ayah:
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And of His signs is that the heaven and earth remain by His command. Then when He calls you with a [single] call from the earth, immediately you will come forth. [Surat Al-Room]
Why was the conjunction ثُمَّ used in the ayah? Contrast this with the ending of the ayah:
إِذَا أَنتُمْ تَخْرُجُونَ
Question 2) (4 marks)

ثُمَّ can be used for what scholars call تَرتِيب الإِخْبَارِي (arrangement of two piece of information ). This usage contrasts between 2 pieces of information and adds extra meaning which the conjunction وَ is unable to do. Use the following 2 Ayaat in the Quran as examples to contrast this conjunction with the conjunction وَ
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[All] praise is [due] to Allah , who created the heavens and the earth and made the darkness and the light. Then those who disbelieve equate [others] with their Lord. [Surat Al-An'aam]
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But indeed, I am the Perpetual Forgiver of whoever repents and believes and does righteousness and then continues in guidance. [Surat Taha]
Question 3) (2 marks)

Read the context of the Ayah below regarding Dhul Qarnayn and explain the meaning of ثُمَّ ? 
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Then he followed a way [Surat Al-Kahf]
Question 4) (3 marks)

Why does the conjunction ثُمَّ in the following ayah not indicate a time frame? If one interpreted it to mean a long period of time why would this be an error?
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And O my people, ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him. He will send [rain from] the sky upon you in showers and increase you in strength [added] to your strength. And do not turn away, [being] criminals. [Surat Hood]
Question 5) (3 marks)

Zayd was accused by someone of wrongdoings. His response to the allegations was:  

وَ اللهِ إِنَّهُ لَكَاذِبٌ ثُمَّ كَاذِبٌ ثُمَّ لَكَاذِبٌ
Translate Zayd's response and explain the usage of ثُمَّ in his response.   

Question 6) (2 marks)

ثُمَّ can be used to join attributes as in the sentence below. Why do you think it was used rather than the usual conjunction ( وَ ) ?
فُلَانٌ بَخِيلٌ ثُمَّ مُبَذِّرٌ
Question 7) (2 marks)

The following Ayah is used as a similitude for the life of this world. Why was ثُمَّ used in describing the temporary nature of this world?  
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Know that the life of this world is but amusement and diversion and adornment and boasting to one another and competition in increase of wealth and children - like the example of a rain whose [resulting] plant growth pleases the tillers; then it dries and you see it turned yellow; then it becomes [scattered] debris. And in the Hereafter is severe punishment and forgiveness from Allah and approval. And what is the worldly life except the enjoyment of delusion..[Surat Al-Hadeed]
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